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This is your weekly legislative report for CORD! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns on pending legislation, please contact Michael Guastella with Governmental Policy Group at michael@gpgrhr.com. 
Legislative Activity This Week
The following bills were heard this week in their respective committees, organized in the order in which they were heard.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab.

	HCR15
	URGE CONGRESS-DEFENSE AGAINST DRONES (KING A, MATHEWS T) To urge the Congress of the United States to pass H.R. 1907, known as the Defense Against Drones Act of 2025.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/24/2026 - House Public Safety, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HCR-15

	HB646
	CREATE DATA CENTER STUDY COMMISSION (CLICK G, DEETER K) To create the Data Center Study Commission, and to declare an emergency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/24/2026 - House Technology and Innovation, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-646

	HB609
	PUBLIC TESTIMONY REQUIREMENT (THOMAS D, CRAIG M) To require a public body to allow for public commentary and testimony before taking formal action on any item.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/24/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House General Government, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-609

	HB92
	REGARDING UNPAID MUNICIPAL SERVICES (JOHNSON M, MCCLAIN R) Regarding unpaid municipal utility services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - House Local Government, (Seventh Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-92

	HB473
	PROHIBIT PUBLIC EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION PAYMENTS (THOMAS D) To prohibit a public employer from paying employee contributions to a state retirement system.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - House Public Insurance and Pensions, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-473

	HB314
	RESTRICT DISRUPTIVE RECORD REQUESTS (ISAACSOHN D, RAY S) To restrict harassing or disruptive public records requests and permit private contractors to respond to voluminous public records requests.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - House Judiciary, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-314

	HB278
	RELATING TO STATE TREASURER (MATHEWS T, HALL T) Relating to the Treasurer of State.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Financial Institutions, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-278


New Bill Introductions
The following bills were introduced in the legislature this week.  Please follow the link(s) to read the bill text.

	HB706
	DATA CENTER CUSTOMER REQUIREMENTS (RADER T, THOMAS D) To impose certain minimum requirements on data center customers in the state.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - Referred to Committee House Energy

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-706

	 

	HB710
	PUBLIC SUPPORT PROHIBITION-DATA CENTERS (DEMETRIOU S, WORKMAN H) To prohibit public support for, and limit the construction of, new data centers.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2026 - Referred to Committee House General Government

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-710
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