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This is your weekly legislative report for CORD! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns on pending legislation, please contact Michael Guastella with Governmental Policy Group at michael@gpgrhr.com. 
Legislative Committee Activity This Week
The following bills were heard this week in their respective committees.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab. The bills are listed below in the order in which they were heard.
	HB645
	STATE BUDGETING REQUIREMENT (DOVILLA M) To require the use of zero-based budgeting in the development of the state budget every ten years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/17/2026 - House Finance, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-645

	HB413
	CREATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (YOUNG T, PETERSON B) To create the Ohio Local Government Expenditure Database and require political subdivision participation, to require the state retirement systems to participate in the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - Re-Referred to Committee

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-413

	HB272
	REGULATE FOOD ADDITIVES, FLUORIDE, PFAS (PIZZULLI J, ROBB BLASDEL M) To prohibit the use of intentionally added PFAS in various products and to name this act the Protecting Utility and Resources for Enhanced Living, Improved Food, and Environment Act.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/17/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House General Government, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-272

	HB609
	PUBLIC TESTIMONY REQUIREMENT (THOMAS D, CRAIG M) To require a public body to allow for public commentary and testimony before taking formal action on any item.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/17/2026 - House General Government, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-609

	HB139
	REQUIRE FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE PLAN (HALL T) To require certain political subdivisions and operators of public water systems to adopt a fire hydrant maintenance plan.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - House Local Government, (Sixth Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-139

	HB605
	CODIFY SPEARIN DOCTRINE-PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION (WORKMAN H) To codify the Spearin doctrine in public construction contracts.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - House Commerce and Labor, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-605

	HB420
	ELIMINATE PROPERTY TAXES BY 2030 (CLICK G, WILLIS B) To disallow and, by 2030, eliminate property taxes levied for a continuing period of time and to name this act The Taxpayers Freedom Trilogy â€“ Act One: Discontinuing the Continuum.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - BILL AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-420


House Chamber Passage 
The following bills were passed by the Ohio House this week.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab.
	HB92
	REGARDING UNPAID MUNICIPAL SERVICES (JOHNSON M, MCCLAIN R) Regarding unpaid municipal utility services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 67-30

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-92

	HB646
	CREATE DATA CENTER STUDY COMMISSION (CLICK G, DEETER K) To create the Data Center Study Commission.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 97-0

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-646

	HB730
	CAPITAL REAPPROPRIATIONS-FY27-28 (STEWART B) To make capital reappropriations for the biennium ending June 30, 2028, and to make operating appropriations for the biennium ending June 30, 2027.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 66-29

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-730


New Bill Introductions
The following bills were recently introduced in the legislature.  Please follow the link(s) to read the bill text.
	HB743
	PFAS PROHIBITIONS-VARIOUS PRODUCTS (TROY D, ROGERS E) To prohibit, with exceptions, the use of intentionally added PFAS in various products.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - Referred to Committee House General Government

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-743

	 

	HB746
	POLITICAL SUBDIVISION HEALTH PLANS (THOMAS D) To allow a political subdivision to participate in the same state health plan offered to state employees.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/18/2026 - Referred to Committee House Local Government

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-746

	 

	HB769
	REGULATE ROOFING CONTRACTOR PRACTICES (KISHMAN M, CRAIG M) To regulate the practices of roofing contractors and the terms of their contracts.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/17/2026 - Introduced

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-769

	SB376
	WITHHOLD LGF-WATER, SEWER PRACTICES (CUTRONA A) To create a process for withholding local government funds and state water and sewer assistance from municipal corporations that engage in certain water and sewer practices with respect to extraterritorial service.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/11/2026 - Introduced

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-376

	 

	SB378
	REGARDING WATER USE-DATA CENTERS (BLACKSHEAR W, WEINSTEIN C) Regarding the withdrawal and consumptive use of water by data centers and to name the act the Responsible Water Use by Data Centers Act.

	 
	Current Status:   
	3/16/2026 - Introduced

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-378
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