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This is your weekly legislative report for CORD! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns on pending legislation, please contact Michael Guastella with Governmental Policy Group at michael@gpgrhr.com. 
Priority Legislative Updates
SB 157 – Statute of Limitations Reductions
CORD was successful in amending SB 157 to clarify that private contracts (including contracts involving public improvement projects) are allowed outside of the baseline statute of limitations, up to 30 years. 
HB 413 – Local Government Expenditure Database
Although this bill has yet to formally pass the House, it is expected to do so in the coming weeks.  This week, the House Finance committee had a hearing on the bill after the House Technology and Innovation Committee had already passed the bill.  An additional hearing in the Finance committee is required for any legislation that contains an appropriation.  The bill will receive another hearing next week in Finance committee and will also likely receive a committee vote, and possibly a full House floor vote.  CORD will be submitting written opponent testimony, likely alongside several other local government groups. 
HB 251/HB 317 – Foreign Drone Prohibitions
Both HB 251 and HB 317 are up for hearings next week.  Each of these bills prohibits the use of foreign made drones by any political subdivision.  While it is not expected that either bill is voted on next week, each bill will be up for opponent testimony.  CORD will be submitting written opponent testimony on each. 
Legislative Activity This Week
The following bills were heard this week in their respective committees.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab. The bills are listed below in the order in which they were heard.

	SB351
	ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER-VIRTUAL MEETING ATTENDANCE (MANNING N) To allow an active duty service member on deployment, and who is a member of a public body in the state, to attend meetings of the public body virtually.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/12/2026 - Senate General Government, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-351



	HB413
	CREATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (YOUNG T, PETERSON B) To create the Ohio Local Government Expenditure Database and require political subdivision participation, to require the state retirement systems to participate in the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Finance, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-413

	HB645
	STATE BUDGETING REQUIREMENT (DOVILLA M) To require the use of zero-based budgeting in the development of the state budget every ten years.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Finance, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-645

	SR261
	URGE CONGRESS-CREATE NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE BANK (INGRAM C, BLESSING III L) To urge the United States Congress to create a National Infrastructure Bank to finance urgently needed infrastructure projects.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/12/2026 - Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance and Technology, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SR-261

	SB157
	REDUCE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS-WRITTEN, ORAL CONTRACT (LANG G) To reduce the statute of limitations for bringing an action upon a written or oral contract.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Judiciary, (Fourth Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-157

	HB692
	LAW CHANGES-HOME SEWAGE SYSTEMS (PIZZULLI J, JOHN M) To make changes to the law governing household sewage treatment systems.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - House Health, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-692

	SB262
	REQUIRE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS-VARIATION FROM STANDARD FORM (BLESSING III L) To require a public authority or other party to a construction contract to note variations from an
industry standard form.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Judiciary, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-262

	HB737
	REQUIRE CASH PAYMENTS BE ROUNDED TO NICKEL (ROEMER B, HALL T) To require that cash payments to the state and local governments be rounded to the nearest nickel.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-737

	SB376
	WITHHOLD LGF-WATER, SEWER PRACTICES (CUTRONA A) To create a process for withholding local government funds and state water and sewer assistance from municipal corporations that engage in certain water and sewer practices with respect to extraterritorial service.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Local Government, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-376


New Bill Introductions
The following bills were recently introduced in the legislature.  Please follow the link(s) to read the bill text.
	HB798
	ESTABLISH PRIVACY PROTECTION-BIOLOGICAL SEX (WILLIAMS J) To enact the Privacy Protection Act regarding biological sex, access to certain facilities, names and pronouns, and certain government-issued documents.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - Referred to Committee House Judiciary

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-798

	 

	HB815
	SET WATER LEVEL CONTAMINANT LIMITS (RUSSO A, RADER T) To require the Director of Environmental Protection to adopt rules establishing maximum allowable contaminant levels in drinking water and water quality standards for certain contaminants.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - Referred to Committee House Natural Resources

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-815

	 

	HB829
	REGARDING EXPEDITED ANNEXATION HALTS (HALL T) To halt an expedited type two or three annexation upon objection of a township.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/13/2026 - Referred to Committee House General Government

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-829
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