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This is your weekly legislative report for CORD! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns on pending legislation, please contact Michael Guastella with Governmental Policy Group at michael@gpgrhr.com. 
Priority Legislative Updates
Senate Bill 157 – Reduce Statute of Limitations
SB 157 passed the full Senate this week by a vote of 26-4.  As introduced, this legislation would have reduced the statute of limitations for all written contracts to four years, and all verbal contracts to two years.   CORD was successful in amending SB 157 to include language that allows for private contracts to include language that allows for contracts to include statute of limitations agreements for up to 30 years.  CORD members shared that, in public improvement projects, sometimes poor workmanship does not often reveal itself until many years down the line and limiting our ability to show damages and bring enforcement would be harmful.  Senator Lang was made aware of our concerns and included this language as a compromise.  CORD was the only local government group to bring up this issue. 
HB 317/ HB 251 – Prohibiting Foreign Drones
CORD testified in opposition to these bills, which would ban all political subdivisions from using drones not manufactured in the United States.  A vote did not occur on either bill, though SB 317 did receive amended language which does not affect CORD’s opposition to the bill.  These bills and SB 180 (the Senate companion to HB 317 which ultimately got folded into HB 251) all remain pending in their respective committees. 
HB 413 – Local Government Database 
This legislation passed out of the House by a vote of 91-5.  CORD remains an “interested party” and is working to amend the bill in the Senate to make it more favorable for smaller 6119 districts.
Legislative Activity This Week
The following bills were heard this week in their respective committees.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab. The bills are listed below in the order in which they were heard.

	HB317
	UAS PURCHASE LIMITS-FOREIGN ENTITIES (MATHEWS T) To prohibit the purchase of small unmanned aircraft systems manufactured or assembled by a covered foreign entity.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - BILL AMENDED, House Technology and Innovation, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-317

	SB372
	REQUIRE CENTRALIZED REPORTING SYSTEM-PUBLIC MONEY (SCHAFFER T) To require the Director of Budget and Management to establish and administer a centralized reporting system for financial status reports regarding public money provided through a grant or loan program, or through an economic development program, a workforce development program, or a public assistance program.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-372

	HB223
	US, OHIO FLAG PURCHASE REQUIREMENTS (MATHEWS T, WILLIS B) To prohibit the state or a political subdivision from purchasing a United States or Ohio flag that was not made in the United States.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - BILL AMENDED, House Government Oversight, (Fifth Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-223

	SB342
	PROCUREMENT CONTRACTS-CONSERVANCY DISTRICTS (LANDIS A, CHAVEZ B) To prohibit a conservancy district's board of directors from including certain provisions, such as an indemnification clause, in a contract for the procurement of goods or services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-342

	SCR19
	URGE CONGRESS-OHIO RIVER RESTORATION (WILKIN S) To urge the Congress of the United States to enact the Ohio River Restoration Program Act to bring clean water, enhanced fish and aquatic wildlife, economic benefits, expanded recreation opportunities, and public health protections to Ohio.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SCR-19

	HB425
	PROHIBIT TRESPASS, UNAUTHORIZED RECORDING-DRONES (HOOPS J) To prohibit trespass and types of unauthorized recording with an unmanned aerial vehicle system.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - House Transportation, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-425

	HB710
	PUBLIC SUPPORT PROHIBITION-DATA CENTERS (DEMETRIOU S, WORKMAN H) To prohibit public support for, and limit the construction of, new data centers.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - House General Government, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-710

	HB272
	REGULATE FOOD ADDITIVES, FLUORIDE, PFAS (PIZZULLI J, ROBB BLASDEL M) To prohibit the use of intentionally added PFAS in various products and to name this act the Protecting Utility and Resources for Enhanced Living, Improved Food, and Environment Act.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - House General Government, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-272

	HB554
	ACCEPT CASH PAYMENTS REQUIREMENT (THOMAS D) To require governmental entities and private sellers to accept cash as payment in certain circumstances.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/19/2026 - House General Government, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-554

	HB413
	CREATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (YOUNG T, PETERSON B) To create the Ohio Local Government Expenditure Database and require political subdivision participation, to require the state retirement systems to participate in the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 91-5

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-413

	HB695
	NDA PROHIBITION-LOCAL OFFICIALS (BIRD A, STEWART B) To prohibit certain local elected officials from entering into nondisclosure agreements.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Local Government, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-695

	HCR40
	URGE CONGRESS ESTABLISH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS (ROBB BLASDEL M, RITTER K) To urge the Congress of the United States to enact the Ohio River Restoration Program Act to bring clean water, enhanced fish and aquatic wildlife, economic benefits, expanded recreation opportunities, and public health protections to Ohio.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Natural Resources, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HCR-40

	SB157
	REDUCE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS-WRITTEN, ORAL CONTRACT (LANG G) To reduce the statute of limitations for bringing an action upon a written or oral contract.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 26-4

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-157

	HB769
	REGULATE ROOFING CONTRACTOR PRACTICES (KISHMAN M, CRAIG M) To regulate the practices of roofing contractors and the terms of their contracts.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Commerce and Labor, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-769

	SB262
	REQUIRE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS-VARIATION FROM STANDARD FORM (BLESSING III L) To require a public authority or other party to a construction contract to note variations from an
industry standard form.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - House Judiciary, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-262

	HB737
	REQUIRE CASH PAYMENTS BE ROUNDED TO NICKEL (ROEMER B, HALL T) To require that cash payments to the state and local governments be rounded to the nearest nickel.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - BILL AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-737

	HB706
	DATA CENTER CUSTOMER REQUIREMENTS (RADER T, THOMAS D) To impose certain minimum requirements on data center customers in the state.

	 
	Current Status:   
	5/20/2026 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Energy, (Second Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-706



New Bill Introductions
The following bills were recently introduced in the legislature.  Please follow the link(s) to read the bill text.
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