	
Page | 2

Coalition of Ohio Regional Districts
Weekly Legislative Report 
June 11, 2026
GOVERNMENTAL POLICY GROUP, INC.
RH RESOURCES




[bookmark: _Hlk136509248]
 
This is your weekly legislative report for CORD! If you have any questions, comments, or concerns on pending legislation, please contact Michael Guastella with Governmental Policy Group at michael@gpgrhr.com. 
Note – this will be the final weekly report until after the 2026 General Election, as the General Assembly is officially on summer recess and will very likely not return until November.  If there is legislative activity, you will receive it in a one-time report.
Priority Legislative Updates
HB 646 – Data Center Omnibus Regulation Bill
· After several weeks of deliberations, the General Assembly declined to pass any legislation to regulate data centers.  HB 646 is pending in the Senate Energy Committee, and is likely not to move before the November general election.
HB 173 – Submetering
· HB 173 was passed by the General Assembly in a marathon session on June 10.  The bill regulates electric resellers (submetering companies) and contained provisions that would have also regulated water resellers.  These were potentially harmful to 6119 districts. CORD was successful in removing these provisions from a late version of the bill and the legislation was passed without them included. 
Legislative Activity This Week
The following bills were heard this week in their respective committees.  Please follow the link(s) to view the bill text, LSC bill analysis, and any relevant testimony under the “committee activity” tab. The bills are listed below in the order in which they were heard.

	HCR40
	URGE CONGRESS ESTABLISH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS (ROBB BLASDEL M, RITTER K) To urge the Congress of the United States to enact the Ohio River Restoration Program Act to bring clean water, enhanced fish and aquatic wildlife, economic benefits, expanded recreation opportunities, and public health protections to Ohio.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - ADOPTED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HCR-40

	HB737
	REQUIRE CASH PAYMENTS BE ROUNDED TO NICKEL (ROEMER B, HALL T) To require that cash payments to the state and local governments be rounded to the nearest nickel.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - House Ways and Means, (Fifth Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-737

	HB425
	PROHIBIT TRESPASS, UNAUTHORIZED RECORDING-DRONES (HOOPS J) To prohibit trespass and types of unauthorized recording with an unmanned aerial vehicle system.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - BILL AMENDED, House Transportation, (Third Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-425

	SB450
	STATE FUNDING-CAPITAL APPROPRIATIONS (CIRINO J) To amend Sections 357.09, 357.15, 357.16, 357.24, 357.28, 357.34, 357.36, 371.10, 371.20, 373.10, 373.15, 387.10, and 387.13 of H.B. 730 of the 136th General Assembly and Section 200.30 of H.B. 2 of the 135th General Assembly as subsequently amended to make capital appropriations for the biennium ending
June 30, 2028, and to declare an emergency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 93-2, Emergency Clause 92-3

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-450


	HB392
	COMPUTER REGULATION, AI RISK MANAGEMENT (FISCHER T, DEMETRIOU S) To limit further regulation of certain computational systems, require risk management policies for AI-controlled critical infrastructure, and to name this act the Ohio Right to Compute Act.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - REPORTED OUT, House Technology and Innovation, (Fifth Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-392

	HB646
	LAW CHANGES-DATA CENTERS (CLICK G) Regarding data centers.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - Re-Referred to Committee

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-646

	 

	HB251
	UAV LAW ENFORCEMENT USE, AVIATION FACILITIES (WILLIS B) To establish requirements related to the use and purchase of an unmanned aerial vehicle by law 
enforcement and other public entities and to expressly incorporate additional aviation facilities into the Aeronautics Law.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - Consideration of Senate Amendments; House Does Concur, Vote 81-5

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-251

	SB237
	RESTORE LOCAL AUTHORITY-REGULATE KNIVES,GUNS (CRAIG H, INGRAM C) To restore local authority to generally regulate conduct related to firearms and knives.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - Senate Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-237

	HB952
	PRESERVE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (MATHEWS A, FISCHER T) To provide for the preservation of religious freedom and to name this act the Ohio Religious Freedom Restoration Act.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing)

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-952

	SB342
	PROCUREMENT CONTRACTS-CONSERVANCY DISTRICTS (LANDIS A, CHAVEZ B) To prohibit a conservancy district's board of directors from including certain provisions, such as an indemnification clause, in a contract for the procurement of goods or services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-342

	SCR19
	URGE CONGRESS-OHIO RIVER RESTORATION (WILKIN S) To urge the Congress of the United States to enact the Ohio River Restoration Program Act to bring clean water, enhanced fish and aquatic wildlife, economic benefits, expanded recreation opportunities, and public health protections to Ohio.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - ADOPTED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SCR-19

	HB173
	REGARDING SUBMETERED UTILITY SERVICES (THOMAS D) Regarding submetered utility services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - Consideration of Senate Amendments; House Does Concur, Vote 56-35

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-173

	HB692
	LAW CHANGES-HOME SEWAGE SYSTEMS (PIZZULLI J, JOHN M) To make changes to the law governing household sewage treatment systems.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 89-2

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-692



New Bill Introductions
The following bills were recently introduced in the legislature.  Please follow the link(s) to read the bill text.
	SB454
	PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS-TREATMENT DEVICES (REINEKE W) To allow a public water system to use point-of-use and point-of-entry treatment devices in certain circumstances.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/10/2026 - Referred to Committee Senate Public Utilities

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-SB-454

	HB960
	ALLOW AWARDS-FRAUD REPORTING (HINER M) To allow awards for reports of fraud.

	 
	Current Status:   
	6/9/2026 - Referred to Committee House General Government

	 
	State Bill Page:   
	https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA136-HB-960
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